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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 2255 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS MPOL NL 

SUBJECT: DOUBTS ABOUT DUTCH ACQUISITION OF LOCKHEED ORION 
REF: THE HAGUE 208#( DTG 131421Z APR 78) 

1 . THERE IS A GROWING CLAMOR IN SUPPORT OF THE FRENCH BREGUET 
ATLANTIQUE AS THE NEW GENERATION ASW AIRCRAFT. IN A CLOSED- 
DOORHEARING HELD BY THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE OF THE SECOND 
CHAMBER APRIL 21. THE CHAIRMANOF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF 
VFW-FOKER INTERNATIONAL SUPPORTED THE FRENCH PLAN ON 
THE GROUND THAT HIS COMPANY WOULD BE ABLE TO PRODUCE THE MID- 
WINGS NOTONLY FOR THE 13 AIRCRAFT FOR THE DUTCH NAVY BUT 42 
ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT FOR HE FRENCH NAVY AS WELL. THE TWO L 
LARGEST LABOR UNIONS FNV AND CNV (TOTAL MXBERSHIP OF 1.4 
MILLION) HAVE ALSO GONE ON RECORD AS FAVORING THE FRENCH PLAN 
ON THE GROUND 

THAT IT OFFERS FOKKER THEBEST OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
COMPENSATORY WORM AFTER THE APRIL 21 HEARING, THE DIRECTOR 
GENERAL FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIR OF DASSAULT-BREGUET TOLD 
NEWSMEN THAT NETHERLANDS WOULD GET 100 PERCENT OFTHE PRICE 
OF THE PLANE IN OFFSET ORDERS. 
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2. THE PARLIAMENTARY HEARING.IT APPEARS, REVEALED SOME 
CONFUSION ON THE PART OF THE POLITICIANS ABOUT THEINS AND 
OUTS OF AIRCRAFT PROCUREMENT. THE SASSAULT REPRESENTATIVE HAS 
INDICATEDTHAT THE COMPANY INTENDS TO SUBMIT A DETAILED PLAN 
ON OFFSET BEFORE THE ENDOF MAY. AS A CONSEQUENCE, THERE IS 
GROWING SENSE THAT THE GON WILL NOT BEABLE TO DECIDE BEFORE 
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THE EXPIRY OF THE CURRENT LOA APRIL 30. STATE SECRETARYVAN 
EEKELEN WILL VISIT PARIS APRIL 26 WITH A VIEW TO ACQUIRING 
FURTHER DETAILSOF THE FRENCH POSITION. HOWEVER. DEFENSE 
MINISTER SCHOLTEN LAST WEEKINDICATED THAT IN MAKING THE 
SELECTION FOR NEW ASW AIRCRAFT HE WOULD PUT DEFENSENEEDS 
AHEAD OF ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS. 

BROWN 
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